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STAT NOTE FOR:
FROM: DCI

STAT I'd Tike to see |before I go on

leave for five minutes each just to say farewell and thanks before they

retire on 29 December.

STAT cc:

STAT Leroy & /) Bec
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rly Signs of Jones!

“By Jeremiah O'Leary

Washmgton Stae Staf! Writc' :

A former- official at the ‘us.-
‘Embassy in. Georgetown said cult. |
Jleader Jim Jones was showing clear.
s:gns of paranona as éarly as Febru-

'

John D Blacken. deputy cl-uef of
‘mission’ at. the U.S. Embassy in
.Georgetown .from- July 1976 to last
‘March, ,recalled that. he flew "to
‘Jonestown in. February with a State.|
‘Department desk officer. ... ..

He said one. of Jones’ heutenants.
Tim Carter, flew with .them on the
.visit to the- colony to investigate
:several reports that some resndents
iwere being held againsttheir will.. ... |
S “Knowing what I know now and
"’readmg reports that Carter is..re-
-garded by.the Guyanese police.as a
" “material . witness in this .horror,”
"Blacken._said,. ‘'l shudder a llttle

about that partlcular tnp to Jones-
town ¢oa T
But Blacken, now an axde to U N
Ambassador Andrew Young, said he.
and his companion were.well treated..
Jones, "according to Blacken,

began to speak of how the FBI and
the CIA were out to get him. Blacken:
said he felt that Jones' condmon was
one of paranma. .

“THAT’S BECAUSE I know of no
CIA interest in Jones and his. colony
"After all, they were out. there in the
jungle -asisolated -as: could--be.s1
couldn't imagine why— ~any--of the
intelligencé. . agencies.. would: care
- what.Jones. and ?xs group wer?_“,domg'

_CIA agent&m the'p
tioned in: Guyana: unde
. cover and probably still-are=The CIA:
contigent.there. probablyr small in
keeping with the relativelysmall size
and remoteness of the country; Rich-
ard Welchy who:was murdered two
years ago’ ‘when! Jhe . was ClIAsistation
chief in Athens; was-the:ClA-station
chief in Georgetown in the mid: 19605 .

R i T s s it ymE

Prime Minister Forbes® Burnham
said in a-recent- interview' that he-
never knew Welch had been the CIA
official in his’ capital untit he-read so
after the: assassination. Burnham
said he never suspected thata deputy
chief of mission would be an officer
oftheCIA _‘r_ ~HE T Ll 2By

Cr‘ Bysh v e

BLACKEN, éapF gckel’ééér

mission in'-.-‘gt_x or muc

'Department offlcxals to be alone.with

‘bly hall.’

-als:about. whom. we had instructions

-nobody slipped us any notes as was

that the Jonestown people believe

he was not present.. . . :

- many favorable references "as’ un+

,vxolatmns of the - law were\., takin

- Ambassador "John Burke ;has .sal

tour there because the United:States
did not appoint an ambassador to
Georgetown.for many months, Thus
Blacken was the ranking U.S. diplo-
mat there for much of the period that
Johes was expanding his colony after
estabhshmg itin1974., -

‘Blacken said it was the embassy s
practice-to-inform Jones- in advance
of the persons ‘they wanted to-talk
with so that they would be avaxlable

. Jones he said, permitted thé State
the persons’ they came to inquire

about ‘but that most of the discussion
was conducted in the crowded assem-

L i .
“Even though we were able to talk
alone-and face-to-face to the individu-

to -check,” Blacken.said, .“they did
not. tell us they. wanted to leave and

the, case with Rep. Leo Ryan and hxs
party SR 3o

“I WAS UNDER the 1mpressmn

Jones had an all-seeing eye and coul
tell what they were domg even whe

Blacken said the mail recexved b'
the embassy in Georgetown abou
how Jones ran-his cult contained as

favorableones. - . osmsrevvimrsiusine

“When. I got to J'onestown. 1'was)
well received,’” Blacken said. ‘“‘No|
one threatened. us. [ explained tha
we were there to’inguire into com
plaints.”Jones seemed ‘to“react nor:
mally to the embassy’s need_ to make
such inquiries when I said that we
had. no authority -to _investigat
Americans living overseas.and wer
only there to make sure no one wa
being held against his will or that n

place.” s v i g v b o n el ,@.fﬁr:
about four embassy visits wére mad
there'in this calendar year and'ther
was fairly constant contact between
the embassy and- J’ones headquar
tersin Georgetown 5 ’
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